[Endothelins--their physiological role and their clinical significance].
Biochemical part of the paper presents the structure, biosynthesis and degradation of the endothelins. Physiological chapter deals with endothelin-1 endocrine and mitogenic action as well as its impact on diuresis, natriuresis and cardiovascular system. In the clinical part of the article the role of endothelin-1 in essential hypertension, congestive heart failure and chronic renal failure is described.